Judge Mark L. Wolf

United States District Court

Office of the Clerk

John Joseph Moakley Courthouse

Boston Ma 02210

Attention: Dennis O’Leary

RE: Hassett v. Hasselbeck et al United States District Court
District of Massachusetts, CASE NO: 1:1:09-12034-MLW

What constitutes Extenuating or Exceptional Circumstances?

                                                                                                    October 25, 2010

Dear Judge Wolf,

I believe that I have Extenuating and Exceptional Circumstances that should be taken into consideration when deciding whether Appointment of Counsel should be granted.

My first symptoms of Celiac disease started when I was about 26 years of age. From that time on as the years went by I became increasing ill. I had been researching and removing things from my diet. I was writing things down. 

I would have seizures, convulsions, fatigue, no stamina, bowel problems, gas; I would need to be near a bath room at all times. I would have to eat 10-12 times a day because none of the nutrients would go into my body. 
I was more than an avid drinker and smoker for many, many years. What happens when you self medicate which I did, you mask what is truly wrong? Things became very grim I was forced to quit drinking for health reasons it was sink or swim no grey areas left it was quit drinking or I was going to die.

April 28, 2002, I went into a rehabilitation center in my town. I had an accident from a fall down the stairs that left four ribs broken. While in the rehap one rib punctured a lung. While in the hospital I was told they thought I had emphysema. I was forced to quit smoking cigarettes as well. I am now in my eighth year off both.
In quitting both I opened up a can of worms that I had not known existed. The Celiac disease was now in full force. The disease took over my body and on more than one occasion almost took my life. My weight went from about 280 pounds to about 120 pounds. My body was feeding off itself. The disease had spread all the way into my bones. Most people would have already died.

That light people say you see when you are going to die, it does exist. I saw that light. I crawled back from it. I had gotten my affairs in order. I received a miracle. A new journey was emerging.  
It was like being hit by a bull dozer over and over. In an attempt to save my own life I figured out that I had the disease for one and how to live with it for two. I had already been researching my book with my experiences.
After seeing a few doctors, who would not even give me the test for Celiac. I made it to Beth Israel hospital in Boston in 2006. They have a Celiac’s wing. The doctor who treated me said I indeed had Celiac disease but I was what you call a false negative. Which I had already had known.
 But in being a false negative it is not considered to be a disability so I could receive no assistance. I had a little help from my parents. My nephew was working for me at the time. Working doing flooring was virtually impossible. I was fading away.
A Colonoscopy was done, finding open polyps that were removed and thank God were not cancerous. Celiac disease causes colon cancer the longer you are misdiagnosed or not diagnosed the greater you are at risk. I was told to get a colonoscopy every two years.

I still did not know all the rules and could not get a hundred percent gluten free. I would not know from day to day what would happen. My body was a yoyo. I also from suffer from hypoglycemia.
February of 2007 I was in a bad accident in my work van that caused me to have two surgeries to my foot that would keep me out of commission until July of 2008. This is when I typed my book and put it together from a wheelchair. 
The first surgery they went to put a screw in my foot to fuse the bone back together, but my foot shattered because of the osteoporosis I have from long time untreated Celiac disease. A second screw was inserted in the side to try to repair the damage. The doctor told my mom that I may not be able to walk on that foot again the damage was so severe it was almost irreparable. To me not walking was not an option I gave it everything I had.

Then I had another big relapse with the Celiac disease. Now I was in a wheelchair and down and out with the celiac disease. The physical therapy was grueling. But I am also walking now.
 Finally July of 2008 I could try to repair my life. Get my finances squared away, save my house and try to get my flooring business back on track. I also got an opportunity to start working the graveyard shift stocking shelves at Stop and Shop. For a person with as much energy as I have when I am healthy it was a welcome change. I also got a chance to teach an allergy free cooking class at the community school in my town. 

It was smooth sailing for a while I thought. My book was done I was so happy that I could help people so they would have to go through what I had been through. April 4 2008 I sent Elisabeth Hasselbeck a copy of my book. I have been fighting this battle about book since. 
March 19, 2010 I was rear ended which gave me a severe back injury that would put my life in a tail spin again. There is now more grueling physical therapy. But I make a living with my back and I must get it fixed. I am a tile setter and shelf stocker.

Since that time there was a spot on a chest x ray that I needed a cat scan which the doctors thought could have been the emphysema. I am off the hook on that thank God for the moment. I suffer from asthma as well. 
A colonoscopy showed growth of another polyp called an edenoma that was removed again. It was non cancerous but was a different poly so I must be checked in 3 years. I had just lost and aunt to colon cancer at the age of 53. I am 47 now.
I was at the doctors getting my test results and she listened to my lung and I have a case of bronchitis and I am put on antibiotics. I have an infection in my teeth that is sucking the life out of my immune system. I have a surgery on my teeth coming up and the dentist will not do if I am fighting any type of cold or flu. But I have to have them removed because the infection can cause me to have heart problems.
On October 26, 2010 I have to have surgery to remove 9 teeth because of the long time celiac disease. My teeth have been drained of calcium and enamel. I had known it was happening. Unfortunately when you are as sick as I am from the Celiac disease you must choose your battles. The teeth had to be the last thing thought about. I am lucky that I do not have to lose them all.
One other thing Celiac disease has done to me is affect my central nervous system. So, on a daily basis I bob, shake, and twitch. I don’t like and I can’t change it. People comment sometimes and it is a little embarrassing, but sometimes it can not be controlled. I have good days and bad days. On the bad days I remember no matter how bad it is its still a gift. 

On this Thanksgiving Day I will finally be 100% gluten free for two years. That is nothing short of a miracle.

I am not telling you about all these problems for your pity. I need no ones pity. I am a strong individual who beat the odds. I wrote this book in good faith, to help people. That is my journey.
 That is why I believe this is extenuating and exceptional circumstances. I truly believe that this case is compilation copyright. I need this “Appointment of Counsel” because if we go to trial I will need help. Everything that has happened to me was out of my control. 
I believe Ms Hasselbeck used my information from my book to make a template for her book. In doing this she took from me the beginning of my new journey. I have plans to make this my life’s work. This is the reason I was not taken from this earth. I have plans to have my own foundation as well as an allergy camp for children.

My book was meant to be versatile and help Celiac disease sufferers and their families as well as all other allergies. It was suppose to be a natural and direct approach to Celiac disease. I have written a children’s book that I have just gotten copyrighted that is going to help many children. It is hopefully going to be a series.

So Your Honor I implore you to please grant me the motion for Appointment of Counsel. I truly believe that this is a case of Compilation Copyright and I should be given the chance to see this case through the legal system and be heard by a jury of my peers.
I believe I have showed you why I think this is extenuating and exceptional circumstances that should be taken into consideration when you are making your decision in the ruling of the motion for Appointment of Counsel.

I Thank Your Honor and the Court for its time and consideration in this matter.

___________________________

Susan Hassett pro se Plaintiff
22 Royal Circle

East Falmouth, Ma. 02536

774-836-8205

508-548-1604

Livingwithceliac@hotmail.com

Judge Mark L. Wolf

United States District Court

Office of the Clerk

John Joseph Moakley Courthouse

1 Courthouse way suite 2300

Boston, MA 02210

Hassett v. Hasselbeck et al., United States District Court

District Court of Massachusetts Case NO: 1:1:09-12034-MLW

                                                                                                         October 25, 2010

Dear Judge Wolf,

I have enclosed a letter as to why I believe there are extenuating and exceptional circumstances to be taken into consideration when you are ruling on the motion for Appointment of Counsel.
Thank you for your time and consideration in this matter.

Much Thanks

__________________________-

Susan Hassett pro se Plaintiff

22 Royal Circle

East Falmouth MA 02536

508-548-1604

774-836-8205

Livingwithceliac@hotmail.com

